INTRODUCTION
The Arctic fox (Alopex lagopus L) is a thick-furred canid that mainly inhabits circumpolar regions of the northern hemisphere. Although the Arctic fox had previously been considered to be a rather solitary animal (Fox, 1969; Banfield, 1977) , it was subsequently observed that it could also live in social groups (Hersteinsson and MacDonald, 1982; Garrett et al, 1984) . Studies Body weights of the animals averaged before (mid-January), at (mid-March) and after (mid-April) the breeding season 7.6 ± 0.2 kg, 6.5 t 0.4 kg and 5.9 ± 0.5 kg, respectively. (cf Jalkanen et al, 1988) .
